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emotions, for expressing joy, boredom, etc. Some word combinations
play the role of obscene words, and with "speech sadism" the child
may discharge aggression. With the child's tendency for personifi-
cation and concretization, the words themselves have energy and
strength.
^         THE MECHANISM OF CHILDREN'S QUESTIONS
J The child's questioning may have the purpose of satisfying his
curiosity about objects. Piaget(4C3) classified children's questions
as those demanding causal explanation, justification, and mo-
tivation. Psychoanalytic observations suggest that frequently
one basic question is hidden in children's questioning, namely, the
question of the problems related to their own birth. William Stern
pointed out that the questioning of the child has mostly an affective
character, being the expression of a disappointment produced by
the absence of the desired object. In the present author's opinion,
the intellectual motif for the child's questioning is his attempt to
explore relationships and to establish rules; the emotional motif is to
discharge tensions and to tire out the adult; the social motif is to
gain attention and power by testing the adult's knowledge!;
M. S. Fisher(185) found that the proportion of questions of chil-
dren in the nursery school rose with age from about 2 per cent at
18 and 24 months, to 15 per cent at 3 years. E. A. Davis(149> found
that boys asked questions at a faster rate than girls; boys asked
more for causal explanations, girls more concerning social relation-
ships. Of all the questions, 85 per cent were directed at adults, 15
per cent at children.
THE CHILD'S SUBJECTIVISM
When the present author compares his opinions about the
world conception of the child with those of an outstanding authority
in child psychology, he is forced to some opposition. Piaget re-
marks :(465) *
(1) The cMld, like the uncultured adult, appears exclusively concerned with
things. (2) He is indifferent to the life of thought (3) and originality of in-
dividual points of view escapes him. (4) His earliest interests, his first games, Ms
drawings are all concerned solely with the imitation of what is. (5) In short,
the child's thought has every appearance of being exclusively realistic *f
*P. 33.
f Numbering made by the present author.